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Celebrating Fifty Yeats of Continuous Service 
to Ct. Marys Borough and | 
Benzinger Township 


Foreword 
Hail to our 


Crystal Hose Company 


The very name has charm for our ears and has evoked sentimental 
admiration on the part of our citizens through the years. This esteem is 
justified by the fine record of conduct and efficient achievement by this 
public service organization throughout the first half of this century. 


At the close of the last century, the writer, who was then Burgess, 
was called upon by Borough Council to reorganize the old Star Hose 
Company. A committee was appointed and a company of 100 of the finest 
young men of the community was formed. CRYSTAL HOSE COMPANY 
was born! The high standard of personal integrity which characterized 
the charter members has always been maintained and is existent in the 
membership today. The equipment then was pitifully inadequate, but 
Borough Council has been generous through the years and today our 
Volunteer Firemen are equipped with the most modern and efficient fire- 
fighting machinery and appliances on the market. 


OUR VOLUNTEER FIREMEN! May you continue and keep alive 
your traditional and inspiring spirit of duty as exemplified by you 
throughout the half century now closed. May you continue to carry on 
the work so well begun and through the years so nobly done. On this 
Fiftieth Anniversary, our entire population tender to you their sincere 
appreciation, expressed so well in one of our poet’s famous lines: 


“Our hearts, our hopes are all with thee! 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o’er our fears, 
Are all with thee—are all with thee.” 


Gentlemen: 


W. G. Bauer 


Borough of St. Marys, Pa. 


Office of Chief Burgess 


To the Officers and Members of the Crystal Fire Department 


of St. Marys, Pennsylvania 


Burgess James G, Shaffer 


It is not only a privilege but an honor to express my sincere con- 
gratulations to you on this your Golden Jubilee. 


As Chief Burgess of St. Marys, I wish to extend a hearty “Thank 
You” to the officers and members of the Crystal Fire Department, past 
and present, for the excellent job of fire protection during the past 50 
years. It is through your fine work that St. Marys property owners enjoy 
a very low insurance rate at the present time. Z 

May you long continue, as in the past years, to serve our community 
with fidelity and courage. 


Very truly yours, 


James G, Shaffer, 
Chief Burgess 


“FOOTPRINTS ON THE SANDS OT TIME?’ 


“Lives of great men all remind us 


We can make our lives sublime 


And departing leave behind us 


Footprints on the sands of Time” 


(Longfellow.) 


Harking back along life’s winding jungle-trail, and glancing backward into time long past and gone forever, 
in fact to the year 1842, when seeking a suitable site whereon to build a new home in a new land; searching for a 
favorable spot where they could enjoy freedom of thought and unhampered action, an earnest group of rugged men 
and women of indomitable fortitude and right good will, courageously turned their faces northwestward to event- 
ually select, as their haven of rest, the soil upon which, we the people generations later, are now living prosperously 


in peace and contentment. 


It was here in these glorious hills of Northwestern Pennsyl- 
vania that those rugged pioneers built their shelters by utilizing 
timber from the seemingly endless virgin forest, and being a 
God worshipping people, they dedicated their new home to the 
“Virgin Mary”. That group, my friends, were the worthwhile 
individuals who on departing, “left their footprints on the sands 
of time”. Footprints that never have been, or never will be, 
erased until the end of Time. 


Well over a century later it is not necessary for me to tell you, 
the natives of St. Marys, of the consummation of their efforts and 
endeavors, for the pure mountain air we breathe and the sweet 
chimes of the Bells of St. Marys constantly remind us that this 
now our community was built on sacred soil, and that it is ever 
our solemn duty to guard and protect this our heritage. 


As a fleeting whim, let us attempt to visualize this area as it 
may have appeared to those travel-worn, weary, pioneers when 
they first stood on one of the high summits toward the south and 
gazed down across this expansive, irregular plateau, its surfaces 
densely covered with a vast primeval forest, through which quiet- 
ly flowed a sizable stream of pure uncontaminated water... 
Yes, due to the increasingly and incessently advancement of pro- 
gress in time, the overall picture has changed and has changed 
materially, nevertheless, aside from the incident of a full century 
of continuous wear and tear, erosion, and the acts of the hands of 
man, the basic conformation of the earth-surfaces has changed 
but little, for the sheltering mountain ridges, their slopes and 
summits densely covered with mammoth pine, hemlock and hard- 
wood trees, are still here; although they are chiefly of a second 
growth, even as we, the present inhabitants, are of a much later 
generation ... Yes the creek, now called Elk Creek, is also here, 
and while the course may not have changed, the waters have 
changed materially. However, since the contamination is not 
seriously harmful to animal life, and insomuch as the creek has 
dutifully served the community over all these passing years, who 
are we to scoff and condemn? 


It is evident that, since “time is short, and time and energy are 
limited” those hardy pioneers wasted no time on brooding over 
the past, or worrying over the future, for it was in the present 
they were living and it was in the present they must act and act 
promptly. Consequently, with all the essential resources at hand, 
immediately following the selection of the proper sites, no doubt, 
they started building their shelters for protection against the 
rapidly approaching witter season. By utilizing stones gathered 
from the creek-bed, or perhaps, from one or more of the innum- 
erable tumbles of glacier-boulders in the near vicinity, they 
quickly constructed the foundations for their log cabins and, of 


course, for the all essential indoor and outdoor fireplaces. Inso- 
much as the necessary timber was almost at arms-length, the 
erection of the framework, floors, and roofs, while arduous, was 
not too difficult. Nor was the problem of food for their susten- 
ance difficult, since the forest abounding in game of all sorts, and 
the nearby streams teeming with fish, provided an ample supply, 
and as time wore-on, in season, berries, nuts, and honey added a 
certain degree of luxury and vitamin to their diet. 


Nor did this conscientious group of Christian people delay the 
erection of a chapel wherein they could worship Our Creator in 
their own manner, unfettered and unhampered by heretics or 
dissenters ... It is self-evident that all pioneers are necessarily 
idealists, sturdy individuals who are inherently able and willing 
to weather the storms of adversity in order to achieve their 
ideals or aspirations. Many having accomplished their aims are 
contented to glory in their achievements and let it go at that, 
however, these pioneers were definitely not of that mold, in fact, 
their idealism must have been inspired, for the pattern of life 
they set for their children and their children’s children has come 
down through the century which has just elapsed, and that pat- 
tern will continue on and on until the end of Time in these parts. 


The primary sources of gaining a livelihood in an undeveloped 
territory are necessarily dependent upon the natural resources 
indigenous to any given area, and are also dependent upon the 
ingenuity of man to find ways and means for developing these 
natural resources. Fortunately, in these Hills of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, Providence provided these essential resources, and 
the ingenious mind of man developed and put them to work, As 
though so-planned by Our Creator, it happened that in this im- 
mediate vicinity unbounded acres of timber of all species and 
sorts spread out and covered the earth surface and, hidden be- 
neath the soil, coal and fireclay, lay in abundant quantities, all 
awaiting the arrival of man... Insomuch as life is but “one 
life .. . a little gleam between Eternities”, as time wore-on, sea- 
sons came, came again, and were gone as with the winds; Man 
came and seemingly endless battles raged against the ferocious 
jungle beasts, against the ever changing elements, as well as the 
interminable battles of the minds of man, however, primarily 
due to these varied contests, in time this irregular basin, once a 
tangle-jungle in a wilderness, began to take form to eventually 
become the worthwhile, prosperous, community wherein and 
whereon mankind of any race or creed may live, and live in peace 
with each other. 


It is factual that with the good always comes the bad and, 
while the treacherous, lurking Indian had been subdued ere the 


founders of this community had arrived, hazards of a different 
type and nature, the result of innumerable factors come to cling 
and pester the life of man. Whether due to the human or mech- 
anical factor, the fact remains that in order to survive, all must 
be met and conquered. 


Hazardous fires are not indigenous to this soil or clime, nor 
to the life of man, for have we not been told that at one time 
this universe was a seething caldron, the earth a gigantic ball of 
fire? Be that as it may, this we do know that ever since the 
days of Adam and Eve one of man’s burdens has been the event 
of fire and its control ... Yes, the overall methods of fire fight- 
ing have changed with the march of time, nevertheless, whatso- 
ever procedure may be introduced, the fact remains that, when 
a fire is raging, the all important action to take is, by using every 
available resource, and, as the Pennsylvania Dutch are prone to 
say, ‘‘outen the fire”. 


A fire in a wilderness or in any congested area, even in an 
isolated home or valuable out building, is always a terrifying 
episode, a heart-rending incident, which is apt to rock the very 
foundation of man’s nervous system to leave him cold and shiver- 
ing. However, while he may be quivering inwardly, if he is a 
real red-blooded he-man, and should his services be required, he 
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St. Marys, 


will volunteer promptly, for man is usually not a coward, and in- 
nately he is deeply interested in the preservation, not only of his 
own home, but also of the homes of his fellow man. That in- 
herent characteristic, I believe, is the spark that inspired the 
innumerable volunteer fire organizations throughout the world. 


With the passing of time, the general principles involved in 
fighting a forest fire have not changed materially, since the basic 
approved methods are the so-called fire-lines, and back-firing. 
Thus, it may be assumed that, when a stretch of timberland was 
ablaze, the founding fathers of this community introduced that 
method. However, when one of their homes was afire, devoid of 
adequate fire fighting equipment, they were forced to use and 
improvise any available materials, such as pails, buckets, and 
tubs. This method, for ages unknown, has been designated as 
the “Bucket Brigade”. 


To visualize further, and this is not too far-fetched: When or- 
ganizing this community the founders undoubtedly allowed for a 
bucket brigade, and when required, the waters of Elk Creek were 
utilized, as they were utilized by our up-to-date fire department 
recently ... Bizarre as it may seem, that bucket brigade could 
have been the first fire fighting organization in this town of 
St. Marys. 


Pa.—1895 


ST. MARYS FIRE FIGHTING ORGANIZATION 
Chronological Data - 1842-1952 


Of progress, Robert Browning wrote: 


the poet, Alfred Tennyson: 


“Progress is the law of life,” and 


“Forward, forward, let us range... Let 


the great world spin forever down the ringing groove of change”. 


othe progress of the St. Marys fire fighting organization, as to elapsed time, was necessarily slow. The long 
periods of apparent inactivity along this line of action are readily understandable since materials and equipment of 
all types were exceedingly difficult to obtain. The excessive prices for materials and the transportation were also 
deterrents. Even following the advent of the Philadelphia and Erie Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad (1860-62) 
innumerable deterrents must be considered, viz: During that era the entire nation was locked in a life and death 
struggle (Civil War—1861-1865) and the days of reconstruction were long and hard. As a consequence, it was not 
until 1873 that the first fire fighting organization was formed in St. Marys. 


1873 June—Rescue Hose Company. Equipment: a “Hand Pump- 
er”, 500 feet of hose, and uniforms (red shirts and fancy 
belts). 


1874—First fire tower and bell erected on Lafayette Street. 


1875, March 15, St. Marys Fire Company—tThe first incorporated 
fire organization. George Schmitt, President. Members: 
Philip Meyers, F, Gerg, C. Kuffon, J. W. Fox. 


1876 Apri!—An additional fire company formed. (This organiza- 
tion was probably an auxiliary to the St. Marys Fire Com- 
pany or possibly a private organization.) Officers: Charles 
Weis, Chief; W. W. Ames, Ist Asst.; J. M. Mecum, 2nd Asst.; 
Fred Weis, Captain of Engine Co.; Anthony Auman, Cap- 
tain of Hook and Ladder Company; G. C. Brandon, Captain 
of Bucket Brigade. 


1877 Elk Fire Company—George E. Weis, Foreman; John Krug 
and A. Weis, Assistants; J. M. Mecum, Engineer; A. Auman 
and Charles Weis, Captains. W. Ames, President; P. B. 
Wachtel, Treasurer. 


1890 Star Hose Company—John Swartzfisher, Foreman; George 
Foster, A. Benninger, and George Loeffler, Assistants. Matt 
Schieler, President; George A. Valentine, Vice Presiident; W. 
A. Klausman, Secretary; Joseph Imhof, Treasurer. 


1890 Citizens Hose Company—Dr. Alfred Mullhaupt, President; 
W. L. Price, Vice President; C. S. Wilmarth, Secretary; N. J. 
Tierney, Treasurer. (1000 feet of hose purchased.) 


1850-1900 Important Fires: 1850—The first Catholic Church con- 
structed in St. Marys. 1852—The Community Grist Mill. 
1871—Three houses on St. Marys Street (South). 1872— 
Alpine Hotel. 1880—The entire area from the corner of 
North St. Marys Street, including Erie Avenue as far as the 
present Hauber store and as far south as the banks of Elk 
Creek. Total residences and places of business burned, fifty. 
1889—Rettger Home. St. Marys Creamery. Fourth Street 
(1896). A. E. Warren’s photographic studio (1899). 


1889—First community reservoir completed on September 22nd. 
First unit of hydrants installed. 


1897—The first Market Street fire hall and tower erected. 


1900 Crystal Hose Company—A committee appointed by Chief 
Burgess, W. G. Bauer, for purpose of taking over the St. 
Marys Hose Company, and reorganizing the local fire de- 
partment, held several meetings during the summer months. 
Having completed their mission, the committee’s findings 


and suggestions were submitted at a general meeting on 
September 17th. 


1900-1901—Extract from the records: “Meeting called in Grange 
Hall, Monday evening, Sept. 17th, 1900, at 8:30 o’clock for 
the prpose of organizing a Hose or Fire Company. W. G. 
Bauer was chosen Chairman by acclamation. Eugene Miller 
was nominated and elected Temporary Secretary. Dr. W. M. 
Black, who was Chairman of a Committee named at a pre- 
vious meeting to draw up a Constitution and By Laws as 
formed by this committee. Each article of the Constitution 
was read alone and was then adopted as part of the Consti- 
tution, after same had been modified accordingly to the de- 
sire of the members, the Constitution, after being adopted 
by Article, it was moved and seconded that the same be 
adopted as a whole; motion carried. 


Article I Name and Object. Sec. 1—Mr. T. R. Stoughton was 
Chairman of a Committee to find a name for the Company. 
He suggested Crystal Hose Company. No other names were 
suggested. Moved and seconded that “Crystal Hose Com- 
pany” be the name of this Company, motion carried. Name 
was adopted, (Note:—It is the compiler’s knoweledge that 
Dr. Harvey B. Marsh suggested the name. As Chairman of 
the Committee, Mr. Stoughton submitted it to the members.) 
Following the adoption of the constitution it was “Moved and 
seconded that the By Laws be not accepted as a whole at this 
meeting as members may have some suggestions to offer. 
Motion carried. 


Election of Officers. 


W. G. Bauer—President 

Dr. W. M. Black—Vice President 
Eugene Miller—Secretary 

T. R. Stoughton—Treasurer 

Dr. Black—Foreman 

J. Extrom—Asst. Foreman 

G. Loeffler—2nd Asst. Foreman 
Clarke Woomer—Trustees 

A. Hanhauser 

Dr. Marsh 


The minutes were read and approved on October 2, 1900. 
Note:—Mr. D. J. Driscoll drew up the constitution and by laws. 
The chairman of the committee presented them at the meet- 


ing. 


It was immediately after the September meeting that the 
Crystal Hose Company started to function. Dr, C. G. Wilson, at 
that time, the forman of the Citizens Hose Company, on request 
by the Chief Burgess, W. G. Bauer, turned the entire equipment 
of the St. Marys Fire Department over to the new organization. 


Incidentally, aside from the hall and tower, the equipment in- 
cluded two hand drawn hose carts, equipped with hose and the 
essential mechanical items and, believe it or not, the ancient 
relic, the “Hand Pumper.’”’ An odd assortment of rubber coats 
and firemen hats were also acquired. 


Sparked by the inspiration and leadership of our President, 
who was also Chief Burgess, and an enthusiastic council, we held 
innumerable off-the-cuff meetings, such as drills, ete. During the 
fall of 1900 we joined the Northwestern Pennsylvania Firemen’s 
Association. At the January meeting we elected Mr. J. C. Bur- 
den as our first delegate to that association convention. Feb- 
ruary 11-18, 1901, a Firemen’s Fair was held in the Tierney Hall. 
$1,022 was cleared. During the month of March the fire hall was 
repaired and a small gymnasium, with shower, installed in the 
back room on the first floor of the hall... New dress uniforms 
were purchased, and the Borough Council purchased a new nozzel, 
wrenches, spanners, 18 rubber coats, one rubber coat (white), 10 
firemen hats. An Easter Dance was held in the spring. Plans 
were laid for the acquisition of a Hook and Ladder Carriage... 
August 19th the company attended its first firemen’s convention 
at Emporium... August 30th, attended the Firemen’s Day at the 
Elk’s Fair, and entered a “Hub and Hub” team in the various 
races. (It may be assumed that we did not win this race inso- 
much there are no records on the minutes.) 


September 21, 1901, Election of Officers: 
W. G. Bauer—President 
Dr. W. M. Black—Vice President 
A. J. Hanhauser—Secretary 
William Klausman—Trustee 
J. L. Mallison—Trustee 
Dr. W. M. Black—Foreman 
J. C. Koch—1st Asst. Foreman 
George Loeffler—2nd Asst. Foreman 
(At this meeting Mr. D. J. Driscoll was appointed to secure a 
charter for the company.) 
Fires :— 
Melville-Corbett Chemical Works, May, 1900. 
St. Marys Chair Factory, September, 1901. 
Franklin House, December, 1901. (The south wing of the 
building was totally destroyed.) 


eee ee 


1901-02—February, 1901. A new charter acquired from the 
Court, by D J. Driscoll. New By Laws were also added to 
the constitution: One, a bit laughable, viz: “For being in- 
toxicated when on Duty, or distributing Spiritous Liquors 
about the Company’s premises or apparatus, for first offense, 
$1.00 fine, for the second offense, $2.00, and Expulsion from 
the Company for the third.” (Incidentally, it was the penal- 
ties invoked that might be considered laughable; not the 
offense. ) 

During this year a new hose cart was acquired. A telephone 
was installed in the fire hall, and numerous repairs were made 
on the fire hall. Five hundred feet of new hose was also acquir- 
ed... The first Firemen’s Convention held in St. Marys, August 
13-15, 1901. It was at this convention that: “The world’s record 
was broken by the Hunter Hose Company of Union City, Penn- 
sylvania, the time 24.4.” And, “The races between the Hook and 
Ladder Companies was something fast, in which (?) Hose Com- 
pany won the prize, a box of Crystal Hose cigars.” 
Fire:—Silman-Imhof buildings. 


1902-03—Officers Elected, September 15, 1902: 
W. G. Bauer—President 
M. J. Shappiro—Vice President 
Thomas Egan—Secretary 
E. J. Jones—Trustee 
William Copp—Trustee 
J. C. Koch—Foreman 
L. J. Woods—Ist Asst. Foreman 
J. L. Mallison—2nd Asst. Foreman 


On October 9, 1902, the company attended the State Firemen’s 
Convention at Bradford, Pa. May 4th a benefit (The Colonial 
Movie Picture Company) was held in the Temple Theatre, Hon. 
J. K. P. Hall presented the company with a check for $300. J. L. 
Mallison and J. C. Koch were appointed to explore the problem 
of purchasing a Hook and Ladder Truck. The Company attend- 
ed the convention held at DuBois, Penna., on August 19-21. A. J. 
Hanhauser, delegate. Aside from the usual regular and special 
meetings, also drills, the company engaged in innumerable local 
activities . . . 19038. August 18th, attended the DuBois Firemen’: 
Convention. 


Fire:—Greenhouse on Church Street. 
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THESEIRS Letib lye EARS 
Crystal Hose Company Incorporated and the First Chief Elected 


_1902-1903—During the ensuing year the Crystal Hose Company had joined the Pennsylvania Firemen’s As- 
sociation. And it was deemed advisable, insomuch as the organization had expanded and would continue to expand, 
to reorganize the company to department standards. This involved the titles of ranking officers: Hence, the change 
from foreman to chief, giving the chief complete charge of all fire fighting equipment. Foremen were elected to 
take charge of individual apparatuses--this same system has continued through the following fifty years. 


The next step in the reorganization was to incorporate. This changed the name of the company from ‘“‘The 
Crystal Hose Company of St. Marys” to “The Crystal Hose Company of St. Marys, Incorporated.” 


Roll Call of Sept. 15, 1902: Thos. Egan 
Geo. Smith 
W. M. Black Chas. W. Williams 
Geo. J. Leoffler Frank Lieble 
C. E. Woomer J. H. Nelson 


A. J. Hanhauser 
M. J. Shappiro 
S. S. Fischer 

J. L. Mallison 
Wm. Sullivan 
Wm. Lieble 
Andy Bayer 

Joe Glatt 

Joe Beimel 
Henry Long 

A. S. Brunner 
F, A. Crotzer 
W. G. Bauer 
Joe Foster 
Frank Geeck 
Wm. Klausman 
J. C. Koch 

W. F. Copp 

Ed. Thompson 
Geo. Zelt 

John Wehler 
John Burden 

S. J. Weis 
Harry Walker 
Frank Gerg 
Will Gerg 

H. B. Marsh 
Chas. E. Hanhauser 
P. W. Cashman 
Fred Butch 
John A. Dippold 
T. R. Stoughton 
Chas. Miller 
Peter Burt 
Frank Schlimm 
Andy Windfelder 
John Valentine 
Frank Swanson 
Chas. G. Garner 
Anthony Geyer 
Wm. Leoffler 
A. F. Sinclair 
Chas. Randall 
L. S. Schauer 
E, J. Jones 

D. J. Driscoll 
Joe Beiburger (Beberger) 
L J. Woods 
Frank Robacker 
John Gobbler 

F. X. Miller 

J. B. Rupp 

KE. P. Murphy 


Officers Elected September 21, 1903: 


Dr. Walter M. Black 


W. G. Bauer—President 


‘| M. J. Shappiro—v. Pres, 
'| Thomas Egan—Secretary 
| §. S. Fischer—Treasurer 

| W. J. Leible—Trustee 


Dr. W. M. Black—Chief 
J. L. Mallison—Asst. Chief 


. A. J. Hanhauser—Foreman 


S. J. Weis—Foreman 
L. J. Woods—Foreman 
Henry Long—Foreman 
J. C, Koch—Foreman 
Asst. Foremen: 
George Smith 
Charles Miller 
Fred Kline 
Harry Walker 
J. H. Nelson 


New applicants elected to membership during 1903-04: 


Henry Groll 

Ed Givin 

John Snyder 
John Heindel 
Anthony Straub 
Joseph Eckel 
Anthony Loeffler 
Fred A. Kline 
Wm. Timm 

Geo. Decker 
Chas. Gregory 
Ed Werner 
Henry Kronenwetter 
Lawrence Garner 
Frank Sheeley 
Andy Pistner 
Michael T. Mulcahy 
Ed. Smith 

John Hoehn 

Seb Gobbler, Jr. 
Frank McCloskey 
Joe Glover 
Martin Evers 
Frank Vollmer 
Ignatus Bauer 


Fred Ritter 

Tom Valentine 
Wm. Noble 

John Webber 
Henry Miller 
Mike Webber 
Ben Fritz 

Jacob Sorg 

Louis Hoehn 
Harry Tyler 

F. B. Buchanan 
Richard Frey 
Eugene Geeck 
Albert Schaut 
Eugene Straub 
Louis Geis 
Lawrence Pistner 
A. J. Kronenwetter 
Robert J. Weis 
Frank Kraus 
Philip Kraus 
Chas. G. Max 
Ambrose Kreckel 
Albert Loeffler 


1903-04—The incorporation was chiefly a matter of paperwork 


and titles, and since the above group of officers had been 
active, in one or another office or prominent positoin during 
the previous years, the change was made without undue con- 
fusion... During the year we attended the convention held 


St. Marys Band and Crystal Hose Company in Smethport. This marching unit walked away with first prize for best appearing company in the line of parade. 


Joe Wittman, Al Wittman, Harry Wittman, Matt Haas, Schlimm, Dippold, Lion, Ed Dippold, R. R. Rex, Dauer, Al Werner, Joe Brunner, Drake, John Auman, Charles Seth, George 


Walker, Leonard Ritter, Joe Haas, Mert Bradford, Charles Dippold, Dippold, Clem Weber, John Rupp, Frank Kraus, Ed Pistner, Ben Fritz, Frank Tyler, Eugene Geeck, Al Beimel, Ed Wolfel, Alex 


Left to right 


Kraus, George Kraus, Am Schlimm, Ed Butch, Al Bauer, Greg Schlimm, Leo Hau, Joe Simbeck, Joe Schlimm, A. F. Seel, George Schafman, Joe Bauer, Joe Seth, Jay Vollmer, Tom Ewing, Chas, 
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George Zelt, John Hanhauser, Fred Bayer, Bert Keim, Frank Seel, Frank Robacker. 


is, Henry Severin, 


Richard We 


. 
. 


Leibel, Joe Thiel; kneeling left to right 


at Warren, Penna., (August 10-12, 1904), George Smith, 
delegate. We also attended the Erie convention, J. C. Koch, 
delegate ... Routine meetings and drills were held regularly. 


1904-05—September 19, 1904, Officers Elected: 


M. J. Shappiro—President 
L. J. Woods—Vice President 
Wm. Nobel—Secretary 

J. C. Burden—Treasurer 

Dr. W. M. Black—Chief 

J. L. Mallison—Asst. Chief 
Philip Kraus—Foreman 
Fred Butsch—Foreman 

L. J. Woods—Foreman 

Jean Straub—Foreman 

J. C. Koch—Foreman 

Henry Long—Chief of Fire Police 


The organization now possessed three hose carts and a hook 
and ladder wagon. 


April 17, 1905, the Firemen’s Relief Association was formed, 
and the following officers elected: 


Dr. W. M. Black—President 
Wm. Lieble—Vice President 
Wm. Noble—Secretary 
Frank Robacker—Treasurer 
Fred Butsch—Trustee 
William Timm—tTrustee 

J. C. Koch—Trustee 


During the year the fire department attended the Bradford 
convention and also had charge of the 4th of July celebration in 
St. Marys. 


Fire:—P. S. & N. R. R. Engine House and Shops, January, 1905. 


1905-06—September 21. Election of Officers: 


M. J. Shappiro—President 
F’, Robacker—Vice President 
W. A. Timm—Secretary 
J. C, Burden—Treasurer 
Frank Krause—Trustee 
Wm. Sullivan—Trustee 
J. L. Mallison—Chief 
Frank Robacker—Asst. Chief 
Wim. Noble—Foreman 
F, Miller—Foreman 
A. J. Bayer—Foreman 
Wm, Liebel—Foreman 
Wm. Sullivan—Foreman 

Asst. Foremen: 
Benj, Fritz J. Valentine 
E. Werner R. Vey 

F. Butsch 


Balance on hand—$149.57. 


Owing to the lack of interest of some of the older members, the 
resignation of the president elect, the expulsion of a number of 
members for non-attendance at drills and meetings, and the con- 
troversy resulting from the formation of the Hennessy Hose 
Company, the incoming officers had a period of rough times. 
Nevertheless, under the leadership of Chief Mallison, the Crystal 
Fire Department survived and became stronger and better with 
each passing year, (Frank Robacker was elected to fill the un- 
expired term of Mr. Shappiro, and John Dippold the office of 
vice president. The Hennessy Hose Company was organized in 


1905. It lasted about two years.) 


Fires: 1905-06—Windfelder Building, 3rd story, Erie Ave,, Oct- 
ober 17th. Fi 


St. Marys Coal Company Tipple, January 18th, 1906. 
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W. J. Leible, Chief of the Fire Police (the first recog- 
nized chief). Guy Carson elected as “Mascot” at a salary 
of $1.00 per month... March 20, 1905—Notation from the 
records: “The hook and ladder people were scored rather 
rough because they didn’t pull their 2800 lb. truck up to the 
Ramsey house through about 3 ft. of snow. The chemical 
cans off from it was there next to Chief Black and did fine 
work before any carts arrived.” This controversy resulted 
in an agreement that the council would pay ,any person, 
who furnished a horse to haul the truck to a fire, $1.00... 
From that period until the advent of the “Motor Age,” at 
times there was a wild scramble of horse-power all anx- 
sious to earn the magnanimous fee, but alas, all too fre- 
quently no horse power was available ... Sometime in 1906 
Chief Mallison suggested the necessity of procuring a small 
chemical truck ... Wm. Sullivan was elected delegate to 
the State Firemen’s convention . . . The company joined 
in the Old Home Week Field Day celebration . . . During 
the fall months council promised to build a new fire hall if 
the company would purchase a suitable site, (The lot was 
purchased, the essential excavation of the foundation ex- 


cavated, however, the borough father’s failed to act)...A : ee Pee. % 
committee was appointed to attempt to adjust the contro- Public School Destroyed By Fire 1924 
versy between the company and the Hennessy Hose Company... was instituted in the company ... A committee appointed 
Notation from records, March 19, 1906: “Committee appointed to for the purpose of exploring the problem of purchasing “a 
meet Hennessy Hose Company reported that an agreement had new fire engine.” 
: ; Leet eet i 
aeantannn AA Keer aN iene tte an ag 1912-1915—A joint “Firemen and Band Fair” was held... A 
committee appointed to explore the problem of securing new 
1907-1912—Committee on “Housing” draft rough plans for the fire extinguishers and new hose .. . Fair held in November, 
new fire hall... The membership of the company was limit- 1912. Proceeds $2,357.74, net ... A banquet for the active 
ed to 100 .. . The company attended the funeral of Charles and retired firemen held in February, 1914... The lot secur- 
Max, who was accidently killed while attending a convention ed for the purpose of erecting a new fire hall thereon, ad- 
at Oil City ...A drill team was suggested ... An honor roll vertised for sale. 


Picnic at Hemlock Lodge about 1927. . . (standing) Ed Kunsch, George Kraus, George Schafman, Frank Robacker, Al Bauer, Pete 
Spence, Fred Hanes, Walter Rigard, Carl-Dippold, Joe Bauer, Fred Decker, Frank Seel, Joe Seth, Bill Kopp, Pat Bayer, Elmer Decker, Al 
Ritter, Norman Bauer, George Feiley, Jake Sorg, Ambrose Schlimm, J ay Vollmer, Dick Fey, Joe Simbeck. 

(Seated) Al Beimel, Seb Gobbler, A. F. Seel, Ed Pistner, Rudy Theil; Henry Smith, Ed Lupro, Charles Simbeck, Fred Bayer, J. C. Koch, 
Eugene Geeck, Ed Lion, Frank Kraus, Tata Cancilla, G. B. Straub, R. G. Mulcahy, Louis Neubert, Henry Severin, Philip Kraus, John Dippold, 
Ed Butsch, Archie Hanes, Allie Geyer, John Hanhauser, George Decker. 
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1915-1917—Lot sold for $1,500, on May 3, 1915... Bell 
alarm system being investigated... New uniforms 
acquired ... The company joined the McKean-Elk 
Counties Firemen’s Association. The company won 
the prize, $20.00, for being the best appearing com- 
pany in the parade at Smethport, Pennsylvania... 
The formation of a drill team to represent the company 
was suggested by Chief Mallison. The idea was a- 
dopted and Wm. Hetznicker was appointed as drill 
master. 


1917-1919—On March 19, 1917, the company initiated the 
problem of securing a new fire truck to cost about 
$6,500, and a committee was appointed to explore the 
project. The truck was to be a “Combination Chem- 
ical and Hose Truck with Pump Attached.” On April 
23, 1917, the committee, “Chairman, Frank Robacker, 
stated that it would be necessary to make a house to 
house canvass to raise sufficient funds to purchase 


3 | : truck and that i 
February 22, 1936 and about 17 below zero. Firemen’s clothes froze to their eae. ria Eclat Nein, Siar nn or: 


bodies and icicles hung from their helmets. This will be remembered by + 
3 y vet- . ae Ys bs 
erans of the Department as one of the worst in their memory. ae eee airing ee igri 


to accompany him (Chief Mallison), to Beaver Falls, 
Franklin, and Pittsburgh to inspect the various models 
of fire apparatus. Expenses of trip to be paid by the 
company.” Briefly this is the story leading up to this 
act: Seventeen years of begging and quibbling with the 
borough council in order to secure the proper housing 
and equipment, the firemen were getting desperate. 
Many were deserting the company and a number were 
threatening to resign. It was after council had offer- 
ed to donate $600.00 toward the project, that Mr. 
Robacker suggested the solicitation of the citizens... 
It was then that Mr. W. G. Bauer, the first president 
of the Crystal Hose Company, came to the rescue, and 
an aroused community soon provided the required a- 
mount ... In October, 1917, an American-La-France 
Truck was delivered. 


1919-1920—In April, 1919, the Housing Committee, Frank 
Robacker, chairman, was still prodding the council 
relative to the new fire hall. Eventually suggested 
renting the Klausman building, located on Market 
Street. However, they insisted on reserving one room 


Pumper No. 2 in action, This fine machine is now in the service of the 
Bymedale Fire Department and still doing a fine job. on the ground floor. The committee were definitely 
not agreeable to this reservation . . . Council hedged 


and suggested building a one story structure adjoining 
the old fire tower, and offered to repair that structure. 
This did not appeal to the committee. It was on Sep- 
tember 15, 1919, that the hose company decided to take 
the issue to the citizens, and had 2500 copies of an ex- 
planatory letter ready for distribution. But it was de- 
cided good form and the proper procedure to deliver a 
copy to the president of the council before taking the 
drastic action... La me, and did that get quick action 
on the part of the council... Well, a full half-century 
after the Crystal Hose Company was formed, they are 
still housed in an inadequate fire hall, and, believe it 
or not, the building does not belong to the company. 
It has been rented... The fire boys held a “House 
Warming” party on December 29, 1919. 
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Pics ies Tench. 


“The Texas Hot” restaurant fire of May 6, 1938. This was the first major fire 


for Chief Ben Gerg, a real test and magnificiently handled. If there was any ‘ 
doubt in the peoples minds of the ability of our new commander it was removed 1920-1921—Insomuch as the new fire hall was too small to 


this day. hold the new engine, it was housed at the City Garage. 


Charles Fox was appointed the engineer... Again a 
serious controversy arouse between the fire company 
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and council, for the latter refused to pay for a driver. When this became 
known the industries of the town vouched for the payment, and for the time 
being everything was calm along the shores of Elk Creek... A celebration 
of the company’s 20th anniversary was proposed ... Crystal Hose Com- 
pany won the prize for being the best appearing organization at the Mc- 
Kean-Elk Convention held at Kane... The subject of the necessity of 
motorizing the alarm system was thoroughly discussed... Another fire 
fighting truck was suggested... A committee was appointed to investigate, 


1921-1923—A new charter was procured by Attorneys Straub and Thompson, 


thus changing the name of the company to Crystal Fire Department of St. 
Marys. This was acquired in May, 1922... The By Laws were changed to 
read: “The officers of this company shall be a chief, approved by the mem- 
bers of Crystal Fire Department, an assistant chief, four foremen and four 
assistant foremen ... The Kiwanis Medal of Honor was conferred on Chief 
Mallison. 


1926-1930—Revised Constitution and By Laws approved 


1923-1924—The problem of securing new hose was explor- 


ed. Buckeye Whistle for new truck was acquired .. . 
In June, 1924, Chief Mallison reported that the fire 
truck had reached a fire in Kersey in 15 minutes. 


1924-1926—In 1925 an American-LaFrance-75 was purchas- 


ed and delivered. 


Ferdie Schlimm’s offer of a car to be used as a chief’s 


car accepted with thanks .. . New heating system in 
fire hall. 


1931-1935—Plans to organize a basketball team were ap- 


proved. Committee appointed to study insurance for 
members. Laws against cars following fire apparatus 
investigated for passing of borough ordinance, Picnic 
of 1932 not held owing to depression existing at time. 
In 1933 a committee was appointed to instruct borough 
council that the members wanted pneumatic tires on 
the pumper. Sketch for tentative plans for a modern 
fire hall presented at April, 1933, meeting. Old fire 
tower on Market. street destroyed in 1934, Shawmut 
locomotive whistles used to sound alarm. System 
proved inadequate and caused confusion. Electric 
alarm siren tried, but did not meet approval of mem- 
bers. At June, 1935, meeting it was reported that bor- 
ough council let a contract to erect a brick fire tower 
on Market street at price of $4,453.85 with Relief Assn. 
to loan the money to the borough at 3 per cent to be 
paid back in 10 years, Council planned on using a sec- 
ond-hand bell from Ambridge, Pa., with an electric 
striker and it could be controlled from fire alarm box- 
es to be installed about town or from the alarm re- 
ceiving center. 


936-1937—New fire bell installed, Suggestion by Chief 
Mallison that the company explore the problem of 
purchasing a new hook and ladder truck. September 
21, 1936, election of officers, Benj. Gerg elected chief. 


937-1938—September 20, 1937, Officers elected: 
resident—R, G. Mulcahy 
ice President—Charles Fox 
Treasurer—J. L, Mallison 
Secretary—H. E. Severin 
Trustee—Frank Robacker 
Trustee—Herbert Remick 
Chief—Benjamin Gerg 

Asst. Chief—Frank Robacker 
Asst. Chief—George Zelt 
Foreman—A. M. Kreckel 
Foreman—H. E, Severin 
Foreman—Harry DeWald 
Foreman—S, J. Butch 


For the third time in the history of the department 
a change was made in the top ranking officer. “Mr. 
Mallison thanked the members for the loyal support 
they had given him these many years that he was 
chief and the assistance rendered the community. He 
then congratulated the new chief.” 

The need for additional engineers had been noted 
for some time and during the following year Chief 
Gerg asked Mr. Severin, Mr. DeWald and Mr. Cancilla 
to resign as foremen and asst. formen to be appointed 
as engineers. Mr, Severin and Mr. DeWald resigned 
as foremen and Mr. Cancilla resigned as asst. foreman. 
J. L. Mallison and Edward Goetz were elected to fill 
the two foremen vacancies. 


A new type dress uniform was decided upon and 
ordered, This being of a dark blue material double 
breasted coat with gold trim, trousers also to have a 
gold stripe, caps dark blue with gold trim. The cost of 
these uniforms was $25.20 each (in 1950 additional 
uniforms of the same cut and material were ordered 
for the new members at a cost of $58.50). 


Another big event of the year was the delivery of 
the Mack Hook and Ladder Truck. A colorful incident 
which led to the purchase of this new hook and ladder 
deserves mention here. During February of 1936 the 


P. 8. & N. “Shawmut” Engine House and Shops—1941 


Knights of Columbus building wasd estroyed by fire and during the battl- 
ing of the blaze Chief Mallison called for ladders, but alas, the poor delapi- 
dated ladder truck lay moaning and groaning in the hose house unable to 
answer the call because of engine trouble, internal complications and flat 
feet. Quick thinking Sparkie DeWald and Ben Gerg drafted the City Gar- 
age tow truck into service and pulled the shamed truck to the scene of its 
need. The 11:00 Mass at the Sacred Heart Church was just leaving out 
and the moving of equipment was witnessed by hali of St. Marys. The 
story goes that the shamed apparatus had lost face completely and out of 
necessity had to be replaced. 


Our marching unit was awarded first place honors in the Johnsonburg 
parade and the new Mack truck took first prize in DuBois and Ridgway for 
the best equipment in the parade. 


1939-1942—During our entire history only three women have had the opportun- 


ity of becoming members of the Department, they were Mildred Auman, 
Drum Majoress, Lena Catalone and Florence Egolf, Banner Girls, who were 
voted and accepted as members in the Fire Department “for parade duty 
only.” 


During this time, as now, the problem of our curious citizens racing after 
fire trucks and failing to adhear to the 500 foot distance law existed and 


Cancilla, Norman Glass, Francis Ehrensberger, Millie Auman, Ben Gerg, Al Beimel, Henry Severin, Vincent Schaut, Joe Simbeck, Elmer Decker, 
Frank Gausman, James McQuone, Richard Krieg. Back row, left to right: Clarence Decker, Francis Cuneo, Robert Green, Tom Harlan, George 
Wolfel, Pete Kemmer, Rocky Fleming, Walter Thompson, Seb Schwentner, Ernie Meisel, Norman Kraus, Wray Zelt, George Kraus, Gilbert Gerg, 
Eugene Kraus, Gib Rigard, Mike Bauer, Walter Krieg, Leo Harvey, Harold Harlan, Charles Simbeck, Ed Goetz, Larry Harlan, Jay Vollmer, Alfred 
Meisel, Leo Hau, George DeWald, Jack Smith, Apparatus drivers Harry DeWald and Charles Fox, 


regardless of how many arrests were and are made to- 
day, the practice continues. The fire police have the 
authority and have been exercising it, to enforce the 
law which requires automobiles to stay at least 500 
feet behind the fire trucks. 

In the fall of 1940 the first organized Children’s 
Hallowe’en Parade was held. This being open to all 
masked children. The suggestion of the parade was 
made by Leo Harvey who felt “this would build good 
will by discouraging the Halloween mischief.” The 
venture proved a success with 532 children in line. 
Cash prizes were awarded. The masked parade is now 
an annual affair although the fire department is no 
longer in charge of it. 

March 17, 1941, membership in the Tri-County Fire- 
men’s Association was agreed to. 

Two resucitators were purchased for the now nearly 
completed hospital. 


1941-1952—The department assisted the St. Marys Theatre 
with their Children’s Christmas Party. 

War clouds were gathering and the effect to the 
National Emergency was already being felt with three 
members already in service of their country. They 
were P. P. Cancilla, Bob Weis and Jimmie Valentine. 
Just what part we were to play in National Defense 
was soon announced. Each member received the fol- 
lowing notice: 


Dear Member: 


The part you are to take in the National Defense set- 
up has been assigned and will be explained at a special 
meeting called for 8:00 P. M., Friday, April 8rd, 1942, 
at the Fire Hall. Each member is actually a cog in the 
program, so if you are not present without sufficient 
reason, it is only fair you be replaced by a person with 
more civic and patriotic interest. 


Knowing you will appreciate an appeal of this nature 
and be present or contact Mr. Ben Gerg, Fire Chief, 
giving your reason for not attending, I am, 


F. A. Robison, Jr., Secretary 


“Friday, April 3rd, 1942—Department met in special 
session, President Fred J. Hanes presiding. Chief Ben 
Gerg explained the part the Department was to take 
under the Citizens Defense Council, explaining it was 
necessary to hold two tests before the 15th of April. 
Lists showing the part assigned to each member were 
distributed. He stated he was leaving for a warfare 
school on April 4th and was designating R. J. Krieg as 
Deputy Chief to act in his absence.---” 


A McKesson Rescusitator-Inha ator was purchased. 

The Department was called for assistance in the 
Johnsonburg and Glen Hazel flood which was reported 
the worst ever to hit these sections. Following the 
flood George DeWald and Louis Minich were each pre- 
sented with inscribed watches for bravery during the 
emergency. 


The ration board announced that firemen would be 


Top photograph—Halloween Parade sponsored by the 
Crystal Fire Department, 


Center photograph—Children lineup for annual Easter 
Egg Hunt at the Chestnut St. Park. This was begun in 
1949 and is now an annual affair. 


Bottom—“The Battle of the Barrel” between St. Marys 
and Ridgway Fire Departments. The Crystal team is on 
the right of the picture. Left to right: Captain A. D. Ned- 
zinski, Fred Breindl, Jim Harvey, Bill Kraus and Bob Kopp. 


) 


allowed extra gasoline for going to fires. 


All officers were retained during the years of 1941- 
1944 following the suggestion of the State Defense 
Corps that the present officers remain in office for the 
following year. 


“June 18, 1945—Letter of a confidential nature was 
read from the Defense Corps Commander giving in- 
structions on what to do in the event Japanese bombs 
are found in this section. Chief Ben Gerg explained 
this was made necessary as a bomb was located in the 
immediate vicinity and an army captain investigating 
had asked the chief to have the Fire Department take 
charge of any that may drop in our territory. He stat- 
ed the information was extremely confidential but 
felt for the protection of children it should be given 
some publicity.-- ” 


The Department went on record to sponsor a Knot- 
hole Baseball Team. This has been followed every 
year since. (1945) 


As World War Two came to a close the honor roll of 
members serving with the armed forces listed the 
following: 


P. P. Cancilla 
Walter Opel 

James Valentine, Jr. 
Harold Harlan 
Robert Weis 

Victor Quatroche 
James McQuone 


Charles Mulcahy 
Seb Schwentner 
John Harlan 

John Jackson 
Charles Kemmerer 
Van Newell 
Bernard Mallison 


Thomas Harlan, Jr. 
Robert Timm 
Sylvester Daniels 
Andrew Simbeck 


Robert Keim 
Clifford Geyer 
Thomas Geyer 
James A. Dippold 


Joseph Cancilla 


In 1949, at a suggestion from Chief Gerg, a rescue 
squad was formed naming Gerald Wehler as chairman 
and Paul Tornatore as secretary. The squad was form- 
ed of men capable and willing for fire-work, drownings, 
heart failure, etc., and to be a separate unit of the de- 
partment. 


Fr. David drew up plans for a new fire hall at the 
request of the department. Again a building commit- 
tee was appointed consisting of Gerald Wehler, Ben 
Gerg, James A. Dippold, Michael Bauer, Louis Neubert, 
and Romandus Geitner. 


As before, the building got no further than the plan- 
ning stage. The members realize something must be 
done to secure adequate housing for the towns’ valu- 
able equipment and meeting rooms. At the present 
time the rooms in the “Temporary” hall are not suffi- 
cient and can only accommodate about one third of the 
membership. When elections and other important meet- 
ings are called it is necessary to hold the gathering in 
other than the rooms set aside for this purpose. 


Top photograph—Firemen carrying sick person from 
flood area, Left to right are: Ed Miller, John Lenze, Ray 
Wittman, Chas, Rigard, C. Feldbauer, Rich Krieg. In the 
rear: L. Rupprecht, R. Geitner and J. Kneidel. 


Center—Leander Rupprecht and James McQuone. 


Bottom photograph—Hook and Ladder and one pumper 
on duty at the Sylvania Plant. Note the two firemen on the 
stairs and one on the roof are equipped with Scott Air- 
Paks. 
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SECRETARIES 
Eugene Miller 1900 
C. P. Harvey 1901 
A. J. Hanhauser 1901-1902 
Thomas Egan 1902-1904 
W. B. Noble 1904-1905 
W. A. Timm 1905-1912 
F. G. Bayer 1912-1930 
H. E. Severin 1930-1937 
F. A. Robison, Jr. 19387-1947 
James A, Dippold 1947- 
TRUSTEES 

H. B. Marsh 

A. J. Weidenboerner 

C. E, Woomer 

J. C. Burden 

A. J, Hanhauser 

J. L. Mallison 

S. S. Fischer 

Wm. Klausman 

E. J. Jones 

W. C, Copp 

W. J. Leible 

J. Thiel 


CHRONOLOGICAL DATA !- 1900-1952 


Ranking Officers 


PRESIDENTS 
W. G. Bauer 1900-1904 
M. J. Shappiro 1904-1905 
EF’. Robacker 1905-1906 
J. A. Dippold 1906-1910 
L. C. Woods 1910-1911 
W. J. Leible 1911-1913 
H. L. Gormont 1913-1918 
H. E. Severin 1918-1924 
A. J. Hanes 1924-1926 
I’. Erskine 1926-1927 
H, L. Gormont 1927-1928 
Sylv. Butsch 1928-1929 
Karl Garner 1929-1931 
R. G. Mulcahy 1931-1938 
V. C. Schaut 1938-1940 
Fred Hanes 1940-1944 
Edward Bebble 1944-1949 
Gerald Wehler 1949- 
TREASURERS 
T. R. Stoughton 1900-1902 
S. 8. Fischer 1902-1903 
J. C. Burden 1903-1905 
J. L. Mallison 1905- 
CHIEF'S 

W. M. Black 1903-1995 
J, L. Mallison 1905-1909 
W. M. Black 1909-1910 
J. L. Mallison 1910-1937 
Ben Gerg 1937- 


Wm. Sullivan 
Frank Krause 
Richard Vey 
A. J. Bayer 

J. P. Sorg 

P. Weber 

J. Eckle 

W. M. Black 
Frank Seel 
Frank Robacker 
L. Hoehn 

H. G. Gormont 
George Zelt 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


W. M. Black 

M. J. Shappiro 
F, Robacker 

L. J. Woods 
Wm. Sullivan 
Wm. Gaffey 

C. E. Woomer 
Seb. Gobbler, Jr. 
Robert Keim 
Ray Haggerty 
A. J, Hanes 
Edward Pistner 
Wm. Kopp 
Sylv. Butsch 
Karl Garner 
Edwin Lion 
John Hauber 
Jay Vollmer 
Charles Fox 
Fred Hanes 
James A. Dippold 
Herbert P. Sorg 


FOREMEN ASST. FOREMEN 
W. M. Black 1900-1902 John Extrom 
J. C. Kock 1902-1903 George Loeffler 


H. E. Severin 
Robert Keim 
John Hanhauser 
Edward Lupro 
Frank Erskine 
Benj. Gerg 
Albert Beimel 
Herbert Renwick 
Louis Neubert 
Clarence Freidl 
Karl Garner 
Leo Harvey 

Joe Simbeck, Sr, 


J. L. Mallison 


ASST. CHIEFS 


J. L. Mallison 
Frank Robacker 
George Zelt 

S. J. Cancilla 
Frank Erskine 
Richard Krieg 
George Kraus 
Robert Timm 
Louis Minich 
Peter P. Cancilla 


Cedric Slater 
Jerome Hanes 
P. P. Cancilla 
George Wolfel 
Fred Heers 
Alfred Schlimm 
Seb Schwentner 
Norman Bauer 
A F, Schlimm 


CRYSTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Retired Members as of July 1, 1952 


Dr. W. M. Black 
George F. Zelt 
W. G. Bauer 
Joseph Glover 


William A. Timm 


Ben Fritz 

Henry Hoehn, Sr. 
Albert Geyer 
Jacob P. Sorg 

A. A, Straub 
Edward Lupro 
William Kopp 
Leo Hau 

George Decker 


Edward J. Pistner 


Fred Decker 
Sylvester Butsch 
Richard Geyer 
Fred Jesberger 
Harry W. Spence 
A. F. Seel 

E. J. McQuone 
Karl] Garner 
Frank F. Gerg 
Joseph Seth 


Joseph E. Wortman 


Richard Weis 
H, E. Severin 
W. B. Lambert 
Edwin J. Lion 


Eugene J. Krauss 
Vincent J. Lombardo 


Philip Kraus 

A. J. Hanes 

R. G. Mulcahy 
Clarence Decker 
Chris Wolfel 

F. E, Schlimm 
S. J. Cancilla 


Norman F. Bauer 


Ivan Rigard 


Charter Members, 
Not On Retired List 


Joseph Glatt, St. Marys 

D. J. Driscoll, St. Marys 
Will Gerg, Jersey Shore 

John Valentine, Rochester 

L. S. Schauer, Stroudsburg 
Charles Hanhauser, Cleveland 
Harry Walker, Kane 

Joseph Foster, Ridgway 

F. A. Crotzer, Philadelphia 
William Loeffler, Rochester 


Active Members in 
Military Service 


Paul Tornatore 
Marvin A. Remick 
Francis Fox 


Elmer J. Decker 
Karl N. Klausman 
Edward L. Meyer 
Albert J. Bauer 
Leroy B, Salter 
Walter A, Rigard 
Edward G. Smith 
Clarence M. Weis 
Alvin J. Luhr 
Clarence S. Boland 
W. T. Kronenwetter 
George J. Rigard 
John S. Hauber 
Fred J. Hanes 
Eugene A, Kraus 
John J. Lynch 

F, A. Robison, Jr. 
William D. Vollmer 
Chas. R. Mulcahy 
George L. Jack 
Clarence Wiesner 
Bernard Kraus 
Wray J. Zelt 
Michael H, Stauffer 
Aelred Schlimm 
Walter B. Opel 
Leonard Schlimm 
Pat Gorman 

Joseph Cancilla 
James R. Fleming 
Harold Harlan 

Van Newell 

Geo. Nusbaum, Jr. 
Joseph H. Bauer 
Francis Ehrensberger 
Louis M. Minich 
Herbert Remick 
Charles Kemmerer 
Roman VY. Fledderman 
Clarence Friedl 
Robert Wise 


Active Members On 
Out Of Town List 


Frederick Breindel 
Vincent Thiel 

Russell Welton 

Fred Haberberger, Jr. 
Fr, David, O. S. B. 


At the right is part of the group of tired firemen ready 
to go home after working exceptionally hard on September 
2, 1949 when they were called to the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Gausman on Benzinger Road at 4:15 p. m. The 
home was a blazing inferno when they arrived and three 
children of the family had already been burned to death. 
The fire started.from a kerosene explosion. Almost every 
member of the department answered the alarm that fatal 
afternoon and concentrated their efforts on saving the home 
of Mr. Gausman’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Gausman, 
which was located directly in front of the flaming structure 
only a short distance away. The home was completely 
destroyed and the bodies of the three youngsters were re- 
covered when the embers died down. Mr. and Mrs. Gaus- 
man were hospitalized for some time due to severe burns, 
lacerations and shock. Left to right: Dude Minich, Red 
Hanes, Jim Kneidel, Bob Herzing, Red Rigard, Spook 
Wittman, Charlie Herzing, Louie Geyer, Gail Scott, Bob 
Lion, LaVerne Smith, Marvin Remick, Lenny Ausserer, Pat 
Henry, Gib Vollmer, Chuck Eberl, Francis Fox. 


On November 6, 1951, at 9:50 a. m. local firemen respond- 
ed to an alarm at the home of Mrs. Frank Sporner 
on Paul street. It was at this rural fire that the portable 
pump pictured in action at the left was first used, Fire- 
men credited the pump with being the chief reason that the 
home was saved. The fire had been burning briskly under 
the flooring of the first floor when they arrived. The home 
was filled with smoke and it was some time before the 
source of the blaze was found. Water in the booster tanks 
on the trucks was soon exhausted. The ice was broken on 
a neighbor’s pond down in the valley and the new pump 
successfully lifted enough water to supply several streams 
of water. On May 27, 1952 the pump was again credited 
with saving a rural structure. This time it was a large 
barn on the Edward Walker property on South Michael 
Road, Firemen answered the alarm there at 6:40 P. M. 


Pictured above are most of the officers of Crystal Fire Department and St. Marys Firemen’s Relief Associa- 
tion. They are left to right: 


First Row—Pete Cancilla (2nd Asst. Chief and Dept. Director); Richard Krieg (ist Asst. Chief); George 
Woelfel (Relief President and Dept. Director); Gerald Wehler (Dept. President); James A. Dippold (Dept. Sec- 
retary); Jerome Hanes (Dept. Director); Ben Gerg (Fire Chief); Leo J. Harvey (Dept. Director) ; 


Second Row—Mark Lenze (Relief Vice Pres.); Al Ritter (Foreman); Albert Beimel (Relief Director); Robert 
E. Keim (Relief Treasurer); Louis M. Neubert (Relief Director); Michael Bauer (Relief Secretary); Fred Heers 
(Dept. Director); Raymond Wittman (Foreman); HarryDeWald (Chief Engineer). 


Rev. Father David, 0. S. B—First Chaplain 


One of our modern pumpers in use teday,. 


RESCUE SQUAD 


Early in 1949, Chief Gerg realizing the necessity of an efficiently trained squad of men for use in emergen- 


cies or disasters of any kind appointed Gerald Wehler as chairman of a one-man committee to develope such a 
group of firemen. A call for volunteers was placed among the active members in the Department who then 
underwent periods of severe training in first aid and all types of rescue problems. This training continues to- 
day through regular meetings and work sessions. 


During the three years that followed the Rescue Squad has served the community and county in numerous 
ways, answering calls for drownings, asphixiations, as a searching party and have been credited with the saving 
of several lives. They are always on duty at fires and in two instances have rendered first aid to seriously burn- 
ed victims. Injured firemen also come under their care. 


Calls for this unit are usually “silent”? alarms and in most cases their work has been completed without 
arousing undue commotion. 


In the above photograph are members of the rescue squad with part of their equipment. They are, (left to 
right) Pete Cancilla, Ray Wittman, Louis Neubert, Gerald Wehler, Ben Gerg, Richard Ritter, James McQuone, 
Patrick Henry and Mark Lenze. Also belonging to the squad but not appearing in the photograph are: Leander 
Rupprecht, Romandus Geitner, Edward Miller, Russell Welton, Paul Tornatore and Robert Bauer. 


With the reactivating of the Civilian Defense organization, Chief Gerg has been appointed in charge of all 
civilian defense rescue and fire protection work in St. Marys. 


Richard J. Krieg Ben Gerg Peter P. Cancilla 
1st Asst. Chief Chief 2nd Asst. Chief 


Feb, 7, 1931 April 1, 1924 June 20, 1938 


Harry DeWald Leo J. Harvey Vincent Eckert Edward A. Goetz 


Chief Engineer 1st Asst. Engineer Engineer Engineer 
Aug. 15, 1932 Aug, 29, 1932 Dec. 17, 1945 April 16, 1932 


Francis Cancilla Joseph DeWald Gilbert Siecker Ray Geitner 
Engineer Apparatus Driver Apparatus Driver Apparatus Driver 


July 15, 1932 June 19, 1937 Dec, 17, 1945 June 18, 1939 


Jerome J. Timm James Harvey Walter Krieg Cedric Slater 
Apparatus Driver Apparatus Driver Foreman Truck No, 4 Foreman Truck No. 5 


July 15, 1946 Feb. 19, 1951 June 20, 1938 Dec. 17, 1945 


Walter Thompson Robert E. Keim Alfred C. Ritter Raymond Wittman 


Foreman Truck No. 3 Police Asst. Foreman Truck No. 4 Asst. Foreman Truck No. 5 
Oct. 16, 1932 Jan. 15, 1912 Aug. 20, 1923 Nov. 15, 1948 


Gilbert Vollmer Leander Rupprecht James Kneidel James McQuone 
Ladderman Ladderman Ladderman Ladderman 


June 21, 1948 Noy. 15, 1948 April 18, 1949 June 20, 1938 


u 


Robert Timm Ralph Feile Louis Geyer Edward Miller 
Ladderman Nozzleman Nozzleman Nozzleman 


March 18, 1940 Dec, 17, 1945 June 21, 1948 Nov. 15, 1948 


Nick Solic Robert J. Kopp A. D, Nedzinski Paul Samick 


Nozzleman Nozzleman Nozzleman Nozzleman 
June 21, 1948 July 15, 1946 June 21, 1948 Noy. 15, 1948 


Jacob Rinella George J. Kraus Mark Lenze Alfred Gausman 
Nozzleman Hydrantman Hydrantman Hydrantman 


May 19, 1941 April 17, 1916 April 18, 1949 June 21, 1948 


George Wolfel Richard E. Ritter Robert G. Lion Frederick Breindl 


Hydrantman Hydrantman Axeman and Sawman Axeman and Sawman 
July 20, 1925 Noy. 15, 1948 Noy. 15, 1948 Jan, 17, 1949 


sy 


Charles Simbeck Fred A. Heers Harry Gerg Edward Kunsch 


Axeman and Sawman Headlinesman Lineman Lineman 
March 17, 1924 Noy. 15, 1948 June 16, 1924 July 19, 1920 


Patrick Henry Charles J. Herzing Robert J. Herzing Robert Green 
Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman 


June 21, 1948 June: 21, 1948 June 21, 1948 Jan. 24, 1938 


Leonard Ausserer Thomas Geyer Vincent Thiel Warren Decker 
| Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman 
: April 21, 1947 May 19, 1941 June 21, 1948 July 15, 1946 


Dr. Charles Hauber Richard Nussbaum Clarence Feldbauer William A. Kraus 


Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman 
Feb, 15, 1951 Oct. 17, 1949 Oct. 17, 1949 Feb. 15, 1951 


Roland Bush LaVerne Smith Steve Dumich Earl J. Vollmer 
Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman > 


Feb. 19, 1951 Nov, 15, 1948 Feb. 15, 1951 Oct. 17} .1949 


Charles A. Rigard Roman V. Fledderman Cletus Rigard Charles McGill 
Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman 


July 15, 1946 May 19, 1941 May 19, 1941 July 15, 1946 


Herbert P. Sorg Leo Weinzierl John D. Gerg Victor Rollick 


Lineman Lineman Lineman Lineman 
Feb. 16, 1942 May 19, 1952 Oct. 17, 1949 May 19, 1952 


Louis M. Neubert Richard Wickett Michael H. Bauer Robert M. Bauer 
Chief Electrician Electrician Electrician Foreman of Police 
July 21, 1924 July 15, 1946 Jan, 24, 1938 Dec. 17, 1945 


} Romandus Geitner Robert C. Keim William Goetz Albert Beimel 
| Asst. Foreman of Police Asst. Foreman Truck No. 3 Police Police 
June 18, 1939 March 18, 1940 Feb. 16, 1925 June, 1906 


| eco A, 
Jerome Hanes John Minnick Gerald Wehler Charles Eberl 
Police Police Police Police 
March 9, 1942 Dec. 17, 1945 “ June 18, 1939 July 15, 1946 


Ambrose Daniels William Hanhauser O, E. Ganoe James A. Dippold 
Police Police Police Press Relations 


July 15, 1946 July 15, 1946 July 15, 1946 Jan. 24, 1938 


Marvin Remick Francis Fox Paul Tornatore 
In Military Service In Military Service In Military Service 


Novy. 15, 1948 April 15, 1949 June 21, 1948 


Active members whose pictures were not available 


Russell Welton Aloysius Hillebrand Bernard M. Mallison 
Hydrantman Nozzleman Police 
Jan. 17, 1949 Nov. 15, 1948 Jan, 24, 1938 
George DeWald Norman Kraus Teofil J. Kornacki 
Apparatus Driver Police Lineman 
June 19, 1937 Aug. 29, 1922 Noy. 15, 1948 
John P. Lenze Rey. Fr. Brinstan, O. S. B. 
Nozzleman Chaplain 
June 21, 1948 June 16, 1952 


MAN’S WORST ENEMY 
HSER ok 


Within these pages we have strived 
to honor those, who through the 
past fifty years, unselfishly volun- 


teered their services to combat this 


COmmon dread Sagas 


Our Appreciation 


To all advertisers and contributors who have responded so generously to 
our solicitation for funds we express our sincere thanks and appreciation. 
It is most gratifying to know that we have so many friends upon whom we 
can rely for support when the need arises. 


Attention All Firemen 


We ask you to read the advertisements in this book carefully. They cover 
many fields and whatever your needs may be our advertisers can supply the 
merchandise or service you are seeking. It is only right and proper that we 
patronize those who help us. 


Jubilee Book Committee 
Crystal Fire Department 


A vote of thanks is extended to those who helped with the 
composing of this book in material and time, especially Dr. 
Walter M. Black, who spent many hours of his time gathering 
material and searching the sparce records of the Fire Depart- 
ment to give us the magnificent copy we have here, The Daily 
Press, Zimmerman Engraving Co., Louis Neubert, Leo Wein- 
zierl, James Kneidl, Nick Solic, Fred Heers, Mark Lenze, James 
A. Dippold, Ed Kunsch, R. G. Mulcahy, Mrs. Vera Olson, Al 
Beimel. 


Photography Lenze Studio Printed by Daily Press Pub. Co. 


A Reliable, Dependable Service That Never Lets You Down. We Handle Everything In Fire Equip- 
ment and Safety Devices. 


Famous Scott Air-Pak & Demand Inhalators 
Fyr-Fyter Extinguishers 


EVERYTHING IN SAFETY 


ee —— “Lenlhi UNS it a Five Equipment « Safe ty Dev Dences = 
OTT AIR p —= as 
a0 ie wets StMARYS. PA. me, 602 | 


This unit was the only commercial float permitted 4 in the Clearfield mee 
men Parade held during the Clearfield County Fair at Clearfield, Pa., July 
30th 1951. The parade was witnessed by over 100,000 spectators. 


We have a Complete Recharge Service for All Makes of Fire Extinguishers, Also Carry A Portable CO2 Charger On 
All Trucks And A Guaranteed Service Within 48 Hours. 


We Also Have A Sound Movie Show: “The Picture Breath of Life,” and “How the Scott Air-Pak Is Used,” and “The 
Fire and Your Job,” As Well As “The Survival Under Atomic Attack.” 


FIREMEN MAY HAVE THIS SHOW AT THEIR MEETING WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION ON THEIR PART. 
JUST WRITE OR CALL THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS. 


C. H. YETZER & SON 


P. O. Box 228 Phone 2320 


St. Marys, Pennsylvania 


Established Since 1933 


Congratulations To The Tops In Fire Departments 


For The Tops In Jewelry See 
Fedder Jeweler On The Avenue 


Congratulations To The Crystal Fire Department 
On 50 Years Of Faithful Service 


Elk Candy Co., Inc., St. Marys, Pa. 


Distributors Of Choice Beer & Ale 


Your Children Deserve 


Compliments 
Fairview TheBect 
Service Station 
Million $ Highway Give Them 


Music... 


Congratulations 


Wolf Auto Supply 
Michael H. Wolf 


Compliments 


3. Marys Superette 


Congratulations Firemen 
During the Celebration 
Visit 


Schieler’s Tap Room 


Phone 2393 
136 Washington St. 


Carl W. Green Studios 


Congratulations On 50 Years Of Excellent Service 


FRANKLIN HOTEL 


So. St. Marys St. 


Continued Service 


Pfaff’s Market 
209 Madison St. 


Good Wishes Compliments Best Wishes 


Kaufman Auto Parts Neubert’s Market Weisner Market 


BEST WISHES 


ELK’S CLUB 


ST. MARYS, PA. 


A Modern Photographic Studio In A Progressive City 


Where Serving You Is Our Pleasure 


Congratulations 


from the members 


of 


THE NEW PARISH 


SO. MICHAEL RD. 


Zimmerman Engraving Co. 


FINE PRINTING PLATES 


Sykesville, Pa. 
ST. MARYS, PA. 


SEE YOU AT THE BAZAAR 


NOVEMBER 18th to 22nd 


FULTON & KING CHEVROLET, INC. 


CHEVROLET & BUICK 


Phone 888 St. Marys, Pa. 


Congratulations On 


Your Anniversary Compliments of 
ELK COUNTY OIL CO. A. & P. 


Super Markets 


PENNZOIL 


Phone 6557 or 342 Food Stores 


and 


Bucktail Trail 


Compliments 


Young's 
Service Station 


Emeron Young, Prop. Congratulations 


On 50 Years Of Real Service 


Compliments 


City Market Industrial Salvage Co. 
So. Michael St. 


St. Marys, Pa. 


Dealers In Scrap Metal and Iron 
Congratulations 


Brown's Boot Shops New and Used Structural Steel 


Truck Crane Service 


Depot St. Phone 368 


Compliments 


Gus Wolf 


Beer Distributor 


Lote of Luck Compliments Congratulations 
Market Basket St. Marys 
Mullendean Hotel : ; 
. St. Marys, Pa. Gift and Art Shop 
Congratulations 
Compliments Compliments 
; : Schloder’s Flower Shop 
Gerg Music Store St. Marys Diner cae 
Erie Ave. Uncle Jess, Prop. 
Greenhouse 


Congratulations On Your 


Good Luck 
50th Anniversary 


Friedl Tavern BEN FRANKLIN RESTAURANT 


Congratulations Firemen, On Your 
Compliments 50th Anniversary 


Central Restaurant Hauber’s Insurance & Real Estate Agency 


— Realtors — 


Compliments 


Eddie Lion 


Compliments 


of 


Klancer’s 


Compliments 


Cotter’s Garage 


Oldsmobile Dealer 


Compliments of 


Celin Shoe Shop 


Congratulations 


Trail Inn 


Compliments 


Auman’s Store 
Church & Benedict Sts. 


Compliments to 


Our Firemen 
Kronenwetter’s 


Dress Shop 


Congratulations 


Meisel Funeral Home 


Industrial Council of St. Marys 
“ARTICLE II 


PURPOSES 


Section |. The purposes of this Council are to provide a means whereby 

the active executives in the business of any person, firm or 
corporation, eligible for membership in this Council, may meet to discuss 
industrial problems of common interest to themselves, their employees 
and the community in general; and to supply a medium through which 
employers, employees and others may cooperate for the improvement of 
employee relations, and the betterment of industrial conditions; as well as 
to place before the public facts which will lead to a better understanding 
of the problems of industry and labor, and the importance of a right solu- 
tion of these problems to the general welfare; and to promote, in general, 
the civic, economic, educational and recreational welfare of the commun- 
ity; to promote greater prosperity and stability of enployment; to develop 
a more attractive town and to aid its people, especially the children so 
that they may enjoy all possible advantages.” 


The above is an excerpt from the By-laws of the Industrial Counc! 
of St. Marys, of which the following industries are members: 


Armour Leather Co. 
Burke Brothers 


Builders and Mfgrs. Supply Co. 


Corbett Cabinet Co. 

Crystal Beverages 

Elk County Dairy Products Co. 
Elk Engineering Works 
Modern Dairy 


National Molded Products, Inc. 


Powder Metal Products, Inc. 


Pure Carbon Company 
Shaffer Ice Cream Co. 
Speer Carbon Co. 

St. Marys Block Company 
St. Marys Carbon Company 
St. Marys Sewer Pipe Co. 
Stackpole Carbon Co. 
Straub Brewery 


- Sylvania Electric Products, Inc. 


Thomson and Montgomery 


Jacob’s Furniture 


Williams Cleaners 


100 Lafayette St. 
Phone 331 


Store 
99 Erie Ave. 


St. Marys, Pa. 


Help Keep St. Marys Clean 


Garbage Disposal 


Leo Samick, Manager 
South Michael Road Phone 24001 
St. Marys, Pa. 


Drive-In 


Hot Dog Stand 
Million Dollar Highway 


Compliments of 


GLASSER’S 


The Store With The Complete 
Line Of Ladies Ready To Wear 
At Popular Prices 


Congratulations On A Job Well Done 


St. Marys Home and Auto Supply 
FIRESTONE 


Tires — Batteries — Auto Supplies 


Congratulations To 


Crelli Bros. 


Firemen 
Grand Market 


W. F. Renwick, Prop. 
210 Chestnut St. 


Brockport, Pa. 


Plastering Contractors 


Phone 7351 


Compliments Nice Going 


Enterprise Printing House 


Avenue Market For 50 Years 


Erie Ave. 


Union Barbers 


Commercial Stationers 


Steel Filing Equipment 


Compliments 


John J. Lynch 


Funeral Home 


Filing Supplies 


95 Erie Ave. St. Marys, Pa. 


Comp!iments 
Of 


J. J. Malone 


Congratulations From 


Pat Gorman Dairy 
Railroad St. 


CONGRATULATIONS FIREMEN Orchids To The 
On Your 50th Anniversary Crystal Fire Department 
Hunting — Fishing — Cameras — Hobbies From 
ALLEN’S SPORTSMANS SHOP THE LYN-CLARE FLOWER SHOP 
25 Erie Ave. St. Marys Mullendean Hotel Bldg. 


DAILY PRESS PUBLISHING CO. 


Brussells St. St. Marys, Pa. 
Publishers of The Daily Press Commercial Printers 
Phone 898 Phone 361 


Congratulations On Your 
50 Years of Service 


Knights of Columbus, 567 
Columbian Club 


Congratulations On Your 50th Birthday 


CENTRAL DRUG STORE 


Phone 7765  — _ Reliable Prescriptions — St. Marys, Pa. 


: Congratulations Firemen 
Compliments 
: During The Celebration Visit Compliments 
Herzing Market 


The Marquette 
Maurus St. ‘ 4 


For Fun and The Best of Food & Drinks 


Schlimm’s Market 


Congratulations To 
Crystal Fire Department 
on their 


Fiftieth Anniversary 


We were organized and incorporated Fifty Years Ago, 
and have served this area as a savings and loan institu- 
tion for a half century. 


ST. MARYS SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 


Second Floor, Daily Press Building 
Tele. 6191 


Compliments of 


Compliments Elk Building Materials, Congratulations 
John J. Rogan 


St. Marys 


Towne House 


Inc. H 
: otel 
Furnishing Co. Trout Run Road Bill Bebble 


25125 


A Home Away From Home 


Congratulations to 


You Are To Be Commended Congratulations The Firemen 


For Your 50° Years Of Service TEROHMA , - 
n arconli 
“SEE THE BIG SHOWS FIRST” S The Last Chance 


and Son Store” 
HARRIS ST. MARYS THEATRE Prop. Ray Cheatle 


ee P. J. FLEMING Compliments 
Schaut’s Roofing, Plumbing, Heating, Awnings of 
Bus & Taxi Lines 120 Mill St. City Transfer 
St. Marys, Pa. ST. MARYS, PA. St Marys, Pa. 


Congratulations Firemen For 50 Continuous 


Years Of Service To Our Community 


C. M. F. CLUB 


MEN’S QUALITY CLOTHING, 


FURNISHINGS AND SHOES 


NATIONALLY FAMOUS BRANDS 


V. J. SHERRY 


BUILDING SUPPLIES AND MILL WORK 


Timely 
Top-O-Mart 
Don Richards 
Ciotheraft 
Plateau 
Surre’ Twill 
Textron 
Superba 
Swank 
Brentwood 


Van Heusen 
Marlboro 
Wings 

Phoenix 
Florsheim 

John C. Roberts 
Bates 

Lee 

Esquire 

Paris 


JACK GROSS 


The Men’‘s Shop St. Marys, Pa. 


Hardware & Paint 


@@60008080808089 
99@06900602086 


ST. MARYS, PA. 


Congratulations On 50 Years Of Service 
During The Celebration Visit The 


ELK CASINO 


For The Finest In Foods And Drinks 


Congratulations 


& ie 4 1 LESSER “CONGRATULATIONS” 

SSE 

=. eats 
ST. MARYS. PA. 


TO THE 
Good Wishes And - 


Continued Success 


Widmann & Teah 


Drug Store For A Wonderful Job 
St. Marys, Pa. 


Crystal Fire Department 


Done Over The Past 
Compliments 50 YEARS 


Miller’s Hardware 


Compliments WHERE IT PAYS TO SHOP 
A. F. Marsh 


Stationery Store 


CONGRATULATIONS 


CRYSTAL FIRE DEPT. 
On Their 50th Anniversary 


Bonini Tobacco Co. 
Ridgway, Pa. 


Compliments On Your 50th Anniversary 


Compliments 


Of 


Wittman’s 


Cleaners 


Compliments 
Western Auto 


Associate Store 
Brussells St. 


Congratulations 
50th Anniversary 
Sammy’s 
Shoe Store 
And Repair 


FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES 


St. Marys Aerie No. 536 


St. Marys, Pennsylvania 


H. J. SCHREIBER 


FEED, FARM MACHINERY, HARDWARE SUPPLIES, 
POULTRY AND BARN EQUIPMENT 


Advertising Specialties 


@ Calendars. 
@ Book Matches 


Eckert’s 
Sunoco Service 
965 Brussells St. 


@ Novelties = 
WASHINGTON ST. EXT. PHONE 21732 Complete Automotive Rema 
St. Marys, Penna. 


An Ad For Every Business 


H. J. “Speed” 
Grunthaner 


340 Grant St., St. Marys, Pa. 


Phone 25851 | R k Scutella’s 
29 LAFAYETTE STREET CLEANERS 


CUSTOM TAILORS 


143 Washington St. 
St. Marys, Pa. 
Phone 2345 


Compliments of 


Burden Bros. 


Sheet Metal Contractors = 
St. Marys, Pa. 


JOSEPH W. LYNCH FUNERAL 


Washington St. 


Ambulance Service 


Harold Herbstritt 


Building Contractor 


506 Chestnut St. 
Phone 21134 


Marys Transfer Co. 


DeLullo’s Shoe Store 
CITY CLUB SHOES 
WEATHER BIRD 
ACCENT-VELVET STEP 
On The Avenue 
In St. Marys 


STATE ST. 


St. Marys, Pa. 


Lawrence Restaurant 


Lee. 


Fine Foods 


Wheei Balancing 
Cooling System Service 
Pick Up and Delivery 
At No Extra Charge 
Phone 2340 
8:00 A. M. to 10:00 P. M. 


Corner Restaurant 


Beer — Liquors — Wines 


HOME 


Phone 2386 


Pete’s 


Barber Shop 


Pistner Bros. 
Dodge & Plymouth 
Sales & Service 
PHONE 865 


St. Marys 


Reider’s Market 
Meats & Groceries 
S. Michael St. 
Phone 387 


Best Wishes 


B & M CLEANERS 


CHERRY ALLEY (Rear of Postoffice) 
St. Marys, Penna. 


Insurance 
Of All Kinds 


Service With A 
Smile 


Cheatle-Schlimm 
Insurance Agency 


SUCCESS TO THE Phone: 
Office 5712 Res. 5561 
St. Marys’ Crystal Fire Department . . . for 
Y y i D. S. Moyer 
50 YEARS OF VOLUNTEER EMO UES LC 
& Spouting 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY Phone 6243 


Ford’s Temple Service 228 George St. 


/ 
(8; li t cr M 
sad eas ay fg Ae: BER AN ~ Congratulations Firemen 
achievements and wishes you all 
success in the future. Hoy’s Radio Service 
THE FASHION CENTER Y 
Phone 336 67 Erie Ave. St. Marys 


OF FEMININE APPAREL Your G. E. Dealer 


The Station of Friendly 
and Fast Service 
Lubrication — Washing Echo Glen Farm 


d Tire R i 
and Tire Repair Chicks — Eggs — Poultry 


325 Brussells St. C. R. Brouse 
T. R. Brouse 


Weedville, Pa. 


Congratulations Firemen : 
Compliments of 
Nachtway’s 
Wallpaper & Paint Somuaments of Sam’s Compliments of 
Store 3 . . ; 
Interior and Exterior Smith's Spor piore Value First Store Ritter: Atlante 
Decorating Erie Ave. St. Marys Service Station 


65 Erie Ave. Phone 5261 


Congratulations Firemen 
On Your 50th Anniversary 


Weigand’s 

Candied Apples LUHR’S FLOWERS 

inde g: ST. MARYS GREENHOUSES 
Pete, Bud & Clara Phone 308 


Compliments of 


Carl Ferris Shows 


Cleanest Midway 


BRUNER’S TIRE SERVICE In Show Business 


Vulcanizing — Recapping 


225 Market St. Phone 5762 


CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 


50th ANNIVERSARY 


ST. MARYS WATER (CO. 


50 YEARS 
Compliments of 
Is A Long Time! 
We know ... For 54 years we have been Elk County’s e 
leading store, bringing top quality merchandise and Elk County Specialty Co. 


service to you at no extra premium... 


. ON YOUR 
40 Departments 


50th ANNIVERSARY 
Filled with merchandise found only “Everything To Furnish Your Home” 
in large metropolitan stores. 


SMITH BROTHERS 


233-235 Brussells St. 


St. Marys, Pa. Phone 5284 
St. Marys, Pa. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
To The Fire Department On 50 Years Of Service 
We, Too, Have Served You For 53 Years 


ST. MARYS DRUG STORE 


Compliments You Won’t Be Sorry 
Dimitri Bros. 
St. Marys Floor and The Glass Shop If You See 
| Wall Covering Beer, Lunch, Ice Cream Complete Glass and NORGE 
and Custard Glazing Service BEFORE YOU BUY 
| UCP OAT Sree ela WELCOME EVERYBODY ; 
| St Marys.:Pa. West Erie Ave.—St. Marys | p g £ Equipment Co. 


| Rent A 
|| hie cane COOL SPRING MINES Compliments 
Sound System Industrial Coals, Sand, Gravel and Slag S. & S. 


M. L. Scott & John L. Scott 
Weedville, Pa. 


Chuck Fleming 
Phone 5615 


Machine Shop 


Comp‘iments of Compliments of Best Wishes 


C. Gregory Store 


A. G. Wegemer Weis Plumbing from Mets Croceresatd 
343 So. Michael St. and Hardware John M. Butz Confections 
and 440 Center St. St. Marys, Pa. 118 Mill St. 
GROCERIES Phone 2331 Store St. Marys, Pa. 
Congratulations Firemen from the following: 

Pete Reville Trgovac Tavern 

Barr’s Barber Shop Bill Carino 

Pete Peterson Johnny’s Barber Shop 


Harold Fritz Piano Service 


CONGRATULATIONS FIREMEN 


from 


1400 On Your Radio Dial 


SERVING THE TRI-COUNTY AREA 


ELK MOTOR SALES CO. 


LINCOLN — FORD — MERCURY 
CARS — TRUCKS — TRACTORS 


315 South St. Marys St. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON 


YOUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 


B&R ELECTRIC CO. 


Electrical & Electronic Distributor 


Phone 6755 St. Marys, Pa. 


Oliver T. Korb & Sons Congratulations To The Firemen 


a : ‘ 
Cemetery Mermorals For 50 Years Of Faithful! Service 


Phone 1095 DuBois, Pa. FAIRVIEW DRIVE-IN 


The Family Movie Place 


2 ill St. 
Louis A. Geyer poe st Come Dressed As You Are — Children Under 12 Free } 
St. Marys, Pa. 

Sales Representative Phone 22244 Be Comfortable Under The Stars 


Compliments of 


Community Loan Company 


Small Loans 


Keystone Commercial Company 


Auto Financing 


Consumer Discount Company 
Large Loans 


Second Floor, Daily Press Building 
Tele. 4311 Box 347 
St. Marys, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


KEYSTONE CARBON (CO. 


Hey wood-Wakefield Furniture — Crosley 


Storkline 


KELLER & WOLFEL 


Compliments of DISTRIBUTORS 


Texaco Petroleum Products 


Bayer Furniture Co. 


“Quality Furnishings Since 1871” 


Clearfield and St. Marys 


SpNpo1g suojsyovjg — our] — suowuns — my-Surids 


— Rembrandt — Wilton Rugs — Englander 


Franklin Living Room — Odin Products 


Compliments of 


THOMPSON BROS. 


AMUSEMENT CO. 


ALTOONA, PENNA. 


“FERDIE and JIM” 


It’s A Profitable Pleasure 
Congratulations On 
To Do All Your Shopping At 


MURPHY’S 


The Friendly Store 


Your 50th Anniversary 


LOWER FURNITURE CO. 


“Elk County’s Friendly Dependable Store” 
31-37 Erie Ave. St. Marys 


Congratulations 


Consolidated News Agency Shiver ere thee 
“When You Care To Send The Very Best” For 50 Years of Voluntary Service 
why When It’s Furniture for the Home It’s 
talbenark (ae 
HOME FURNITURE CO. 
Phone 4242 St. Marys, Pa. 


St. Marys - DuBois 


Compliments 


ST. MARYS INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc. 


George S. Rupprecht _ Albert J. Klausman 


Stephen G. Rupprecht 


Compliments 


Industrial Finance Company 
Industrial Discount Company 
Elk Consumer Discount Company 
St. Marys Finance Company 


Compliments 


ST. MARYS MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


A Pennsylvania Full Reserve Mutual. 


St. Marys, Penna. 
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